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, . , T have been asked to open the discussion on the relations between gradu- 

ate and undergraduate education. In fact I am told that the topic was originally 
announced as The Uneasy Relationships between Graduate and Undergraduate Edu- 
cation and I should like to make it clear from the beginning that I think the 
earlier formulation is most appropriate. 



A reconsideration of the relations between undergraduate education and 
graduate and professional education is an urgent item on the agenda of higher 
education. Undergraduate college is in disarray. The role of the Ph.D, degree 
in graduate education is under attack.. The graduate schools are being criticized 
for not supplying faculty for the colleges who are trained to teach and the stu- 
dents are questioning the relevance of their education at both levels. The agenda 
of higner education then is very long but I wish to focus particularly upon the 
relations between undergraduate and graduate and professional education. 

The problem, however, presents great difficulties. Anyone who would 
speak about higher education in the United States runs the risk of being super- 
ficial and misunderstood. The difficulty arises from the variety of institutions 
and programs and the rapid change which higher education is now undergoing. 

The variety exists in structure, purpose and clientele. Many insti- 
tutions are concerned only with undergraduate education while others include 
a Variety graduate and professional programs and schools. Moreover, they 
differ in purpose. While many undergraduate institutions define their purpose 
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, that of general or. liberal education, others are concerned with technical, 

Fdnalir a there P r f tf S10nal :; dlI ? ati ° T . l > 311(1 sti11 others offer several alternatives, 
the * 1S the variety in clientele. The levels of achievement and even 

the j.evels of academic potential, as best we can measure it, differ significantly 

backgrounds II -ft 013 ' ' * 0BlnBnt ValU6S arisin « cultured fam^y 

backgrounds, the motivations, the degree of dedication, the career objectives, 

all of these differ significantly. J * 

And then we see higher education undergoing very rapid change. Many of 

For exam^f 1 ^ 3 ?Vf ^ ^ 1 n the P roceas ^defining their "les 

for teacher' ednrJf 5 decad ? s have seen many °f our normal schools and schools 

We moveA • f a ’e blOS i° m lnt ° general colleges, and many of our colleges 
have moved into graduate and professional work. Moreover, the students are 

y aiai "? "® W °f relevance. Questions are raised by many students but 

in a very special form by the minorities. The latter are only beginning to enter 

Trh T educatlonal institutions in significant numbers and are questioning 

thes^nsWt^Hn 3 * 1 Programs defined by the previous dominant purposes of 
these institutions serve their minority groups. 

ana ° f under g radua te education are three: remedial, liberal, 

fessional° Ugh thlS 1S " 0t characterist ic of all undergraduate schools) pro- 

In view of the diversity of standards in our secondary schools, and the 
hv ra most° nS R POll n y £ollowed by most colleges, much remedial work has to be done 

rLnafal' T emphaSia upon ad mission of minority students is making such 
remedial work increasingly important. s 

The provision of a liberal education, or general education, is the 
professed principal purpose of many of our colleges. In fact it is the sole 
professed purpose of many. Although there is a good deal of amMwi^y as to 
what we mean by a liberal education, in the face of current knowledge explosion 

ductfnr Can arriVS at s ? rae common agreement that it means an intro- 

auction to and some experience with the variety ways of knowing including 

tne assessment of knowledge and the making of choices in the light o/value 
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